Characteristics of community support program clients in 1980 and 1984.
Results from a survey of 1,053 clients enrolled in the community support program in 1984 were compared with data on 1,471 clients enrolled in 1980. In 1984 the percentages of males and blacks treated was larger than in 1980, and clients made increased use of private homes and apartments and relied less on supported living arrangements. Both the percentage of clients receiving federal income supports and clients' median income as a percentage of the national median declined between 1980 and 1984. Fewer clients with schizophrenia and more clients with affective disorders were treated in 1984 than in 1980, probably due to implementation of DSM-III. Nationwide, the number of clients in the program grew from 4,288 in 1980 to more than 350,000 in 1984. The preponderance of schizophrenia, unemployment, and history of hospitalization in the 1984 cohort suggests the program is meeting its goal of treating the most severely mentally disabled.